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Abstract
As a part of a collaborative study in six countries (Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Cyprus and UK) in order to analyze the applicability and utility of some of the diagnostic criteria in Axis II (Relationship Disorders) of the "Diagnostic Classification for Mental Health and Developmental Disorders of Infancy and Early Childhood", DC:0-3, (Zero to Three, 1994, 2005) in European populations, a pilot study was carried out in each country. In Spain, 10 parents from the general population with children up to 4 years old and 10 parents, referred for abusive relationship patterns were included in the sample. The results obtained by the assessment with the DC: 0-3R were, then, compared to the results obtained by the application to the same families of other independent validated instruments , which have already been proved effective on detecting caregiver-infant/toddler relationship difficulties and, especially, infant/toddler abuse and neglect. This presentation will be framed in the context of the symposium entitled "Contribution of the DC:0-3/Axis II: Relationship Disorders' diagnostic criteria to detecting infant and toddler abuse and neglect in six European countries: A pilot study". The use of DC: 0-3R diagnostic criteria for Relationship Disorders with European populations, as well as the Manual's contribution to detecting infant and toddler abuse and neglect, are discussed.

